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S: Get him out socially®.
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: I've got his book.

: And he wrote a book on Foujita®.

: And he wrote one on Prince Chichibu, too®.

: Foujita illustrated.

RS A LW IR BBAR TR WIT o Teb

I TY 4,

: Yeah.

: So you...okay...you understand Japanese, Mr. Sherman!

No!

D ZOBFEEHE AN AP EARTE T HEYETL2H DN

HAUT, WL ODER S TL AW,

: Uh, I guess he reviewed...he reviewed the...your interview

on Saturday and he checked the contents of it. And

he would like to ask you something.

: Oh. Got it. Sure, sure. That’s most important.
FTTHNTAF NV DR BIE AL RN

LAVE LT HIZ 3 20EREFENTVE T,

: Um, you mentioned...remember you had great influence

from the...

: Oh yes.
: Lafcadio Hearn, which was given to you by your sister.
: Oh yes. Yeah.

: You wrote about three books concerning impressions

about Japan.

: Yeah.

: And then...there are three of these here.

: Yeah. I never could find the book again.

: 1 think it was this. Glimpses of Unfamiliar Japan .
: That was.... Yeah. It was most popular.
MHonS s HAOER] T 2,

: Yeah. Yeah.

: I see. I see.

: You don’t have that book with you any more?

: Oh, I wish that...

: I had Fenollosa’s books. But I didn’t have...Ambassador

Grew’s® books...couldn’t find.
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N': So can we continue this Mr. Sherman? Are you ready?

S : Please. Certainly. Right.
M: (WEREDRICRE O 2 b EEE S 2 IXITEA TV S &
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»EBbhz,

: Yeah. Right. Yeah.

M: Z25W)H Z ETIERL CTEAANDEMREWD Z &

TRMREE LT &,

: So I guess that we ended our interview, you talking

about---the visit to Mr. Mukai Junkichi---

: Yeah.

N: ---is the painter. He also painted war pictures, so

therefore, when you appeared at his porch---

: Terrible feeling!

N: ---entrance, he thought you were there to pick him

up for the Sugamo prison.

S : Well, I assumed that!

S : Cause it was-:-he was a very brave man. I don’t want

to say that, huh?

: So someone who was working at the Toppan at the

time told you that Mr. Foujita was living near by---

: Yes.

N: And however, you were being Bostonian gentleman,

you didn’t want go to straight---

: Directly.

N': Right. So therefore---

: It was very wise, too. Because I understood Foujita

had an unfortunate experience with somebody
who knew he was famous. An American knew he
was famous---and had visited him. And Naondo
Nakamura®, the sculptor? He was hurt, too.
So...for me to show up immediately like that, I was
astounding, cause Foujita could study my character.
He could easily have said, you know, “Get out. I
don’t want anything with Americans.” But right off,
he was love. “Oh, come in!” Like a student, but this
other man was a businessman or something. Knew
Fou---everybody was after Foujita because his name.
And the worst ones, who knew him from Paris, are
Americans. His name was good. And especially,
Reader’s Digest---woman. Her husband was an

official. And she came to Foujita, “I want my portrait

painted.” She wanted to be young and beautiful. And
poor Foujita. He thinks he had to do it. And he told
me, “T don’t want to do it. I don’t do portraits. I don’t
want to.” But he said, “She’s important.” And so he
did:--a drawing of her. I didn’t like it. And you know
what she paid him with? Sugar and coffee! He was

so hurt.

: So I come over and I could...understand. Here’s this

man who is so wonderful for the world, the work he
did and the beauty. So I tried to...I've got to help him
make his life...good...so we can produce some work
again. And I saw a painting in his studio. He showed
me. And it was a painting of Three Graces™. You

know, the famous story of the three women.

N: Uh-huh.

: And, um, it was painted during the war and it

was...dark feeling. No life at all.

N: I see.

: And I looked at it and said, “Oh! This is not Foujita!”

And so...I told him. He said, “Do you like my
painting?” I said, “It’s...terrible feeling! Why don’t
it have some hope? It’s a landscape background,
there are no flowers, there are no blue sky...there’s...
there’s...very dark.” And you know, when I came
again the next week, he changed it! He put flowers

all over it!

N: On the painting?

: Yeah! And it was just as bad! He overdid it! It wasn’t

natural. But at least, he understood. His feelings were

hopeful.

N: I see.

: So that painting now is exhibited, you know, and

[...I...I love to tell people, you know, that those
flowers came because he thought, you know, they're

going to make me happy...and show.

S : Big painting. Huge!
: So it shows his...his feelings.
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N: Mr. Sherman, this is just a confirmation of the fact, I
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suppose. You stated that you met Mr. Foujita in 1946
at his house in Otake-cho' with, uh..Mr. Mukai’s

letter of introduction with you.

: Yes.

N: Now, there is, I think, art critique called Mr. Shinichi

Segi, who wrote about your meeting with Foujita in
certain article. According to that, uh...in 1944, Mr.
Foujita went to Obuchi-mura in Kanagawa prefecture,
it’s the southern part of Tokyo, to evacuate Tokyo

because there was bombing in this area.

: Yeah. Yeah.

N: To avoid that, he went there. And at that time, uh...I

right beside it...

N: Here? Yotsuya?

N:
S:

: Yeah. Yotsuya. He had a beautiful mansion and it was

bombed. And he showed me it. We went together.

: And he, that time, he was a king of social life. And

entertained. That was gorgeous house. Then the war
came, he changed to Ikebukuro. Escape bombing.
And the Mexican got so famous. His Mexican house
and...

This was in Ikebukuro?

Yeah, in Ikebukuro.

* Y =< Y DEREAIEY

think, young artists, painters, Inokuma Genichiro, S: So interesting that you know all these things!
Sato Kei, and Wakita Kazu, followed him somehow S: Ah! I'm so afraid...everything lost! You know...
and there was small community of artists there. N: Uh-huh.

S: Yeah. S : Then they...the wrong people making stories. Like the

N: And, uh, somehow... French! Don’t know anything!

S : I have a painting of him.(X 1) N: Oh really?

N: Mr. Segi? S : They have him born in Kyoto and then...yeah! Crazy

S : Of that...of that period. stories.

N: Oh really? N: Yeah, just like French!

S : Yeah. And it was painted by, um, this artist I told you S : Foujita thought...yeah! Yeah! And poor Foujita, he
I'm trying to find. thought French are his friends.

N: Um... N: Uh-huh.

S: Um, what was his name? I..made an exhibition at S : But they weren't.

New York for him. S : They used him like he’s a...curiosity.

N: Uh-huh. M:FEHH L BT LA B S A DB HZ BB L T

S: And so it’s funny because it shows...Foujita was W VEEHS AR TIZE EZF O R VWERVWET
sleeping®”. And he used Foujita’s paints and a little Do IRV vy —<YEWIBAMITEZ EZHH
piece of his canvas. And painted his portrait. REVWERBVWET RA MY Y2V PV VDRI,

N: This is from Obuchi-mura? SEFCHRAPELCZI Lotk 2a—< =X A,

S: Yeah. When they were hiding in the country. BRHSADO ZOEBIFREZBE L TRIILILWER ST

N: I see. So, so otherwise, he wants to confirm, whether WwWEd,
you visited him there... N: So, uh, you know, you're going to tell us about memories

S: Sawada'! of Foujita-san and of course, I'm sure you’ll touch

N: ...for the first time or...where did you visit Mr. Foujita upon many other people.
for the first time? S: Yeah. Sure.

S: Oh, I didn’t meet him there. N: Uh, I guess the term Boston gentleman is quite unfamiliar

M: &EWVWEHA, with Japanese people. Well, people think they know

S : No. No. I have a portrait of him of that period. it superficially, but they don’t know the Boston

S : Foujita took me to his house, where he had a house gentleman in depth.
at Ikebukuro. He built a Mexican house. S: Yeah. Yeah.

S: To escape the war. And then the first house he had N: So I think you...you have a special personality, and I
when he came back to'® Paris, was, um...was at the think that’s where the story would come about Mr.
bridge near Sophia University'®. That bridge. And Foujita and, uh, think it’s going to be great.
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S: Yeah, I was accepted to the family...so many people.

N: Uh-huh.

S: And very curious because I had a camera and,
Rolleicord™®, and many times at parties, I would take
photos. And then, I would get someone, terrible,
have died. Someone’s wife died. And I would go to
the funeral. The picture I took is up on them. All so
many times!

S : Sometimes, children...and then the mother would say,
“Oh, it’s the photo you took of my baby. It was my
last chance to have a picture. Could you get it for
me?” Then I'd turn up the picture first.

N: I see.

S: And that way, um, I become like a member of the
family. So many people.

S: Yeah.

S: Also I had a vehicle. So when I'm at Toppan,
someone in my neighborhood got sick. When I, they
called me. Two o’clock morning. “Come, come!” So
I quick put on clothes, go out in my car, drive down
the street. Some old lady, grandmother, was terrible
sick. We put a futon around her, put her in the
car, the next day, they came over, “Thank you. You
saved her life.” You know. So that way, um, I was
happy because they didn’t consider me part of the
occupation, or a foreigner. They would come to me
for help.

M: WO EZTEILILEVWI ZEED D Yy —< S
ADPOWHPICEHE L EZBRB IS0 HEOE W
EZREED LD BREDREN T Do BE 2 ICEEH
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T\ 35 ?

N: So, uh, this is going to be, I think, your...your story.
It’s going to be so great. Uh, could you tell us how
you spent, you know, time with...with Fouijita-san
and all other, uh, colleagues or painters, you know,
in Japan be...until, uh, Mr. Foujita’s departure from
Japan to USA.

S: Yeah.
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