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wanted to go into a care place because they’re

eighty....""

: I see.
: Eighty...something years old.
: So I got a good place for them to stay and they’re

very happy.

: I see.
: In Cape Cod.
: So I had to...get everything set up. And...

: Sure, I would have been back quicker, but they...

needed me...

: But they’re very happy!

S : They have many children, but the children are no good

today...to take care.

S
N H3) 1157 GEER) N: They were sort of afraid maybe your health in...uh...
M ZFEE[ vEZ a7 —) you know, in jeopardy, but it’s not true? Are you all
QREIV RS right now? Or...
L :ZH— S: Oh yeah. I'm good.
| N: Did you have any problem?
S : No, not so bad. Nothing I can do here.
S : No. Sure. And best idea is don’t think yourself. Think
of others. Then everything comes good.
1991424
(HASREE) S : That was the trouble with Foujita when he went back
eV YEIRIZT .
Erb s — to Paris.
IR T 67 B, S: He just...he thought of himself all the time. It was
TR KR 25— . . .
RIS terrible! Couldn’t get him out socially, couldn’t
(4% H A T oM mE) enjoy...and...and uh...he...many people...using, he
N: What's the origin of the...? thought.
S : Selected primitive box after the war in 1946. N: Uh-huh.
N: Did you get it here or...? S: Then he got very bitter in his mind, you know...I
S : In...found in Shinjuku, I think. couldn’t change him. Then he got sick! quickly!
S: And I keep it with me all the time. N: Physically or mentally...?
S : Just a...any juice. S : It's the same thing!
K: Apple juice. N: Well, okay!
S: Apple juice! Wonderful. S: Yeah.
N: So I heard you were coming, you were coming...(BLF . S : In Tokyo, he was good. I took him out socially...every
BEHUCREBE) place. He’d say, “No, Frank...” He was shy. “I'm
S : Oh...yeah. too shy...to go.” You know. “I don’t have experience
N: Finally you are here. to meet Princess Chichibu'' or this place like
S : Thank you, thank you. Korinkaku'’...go to parties.” I'd say, “You’re coming!
S : I had...yeah. What are you talking about?” “My wife don’t want
S: With Cape Cod and my two older sisters. They me to go.”"
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: Uh!
: You talk, you talk.

: So I go upstairs to Kimiyo’*s bedroom, where she’s...

v v v Z

: Yeah. I'd tell her, “Look! He’s got to go out, some
time. He can’t stay here all...” “All right, all right.”
S: So that was how I got him back to feeling good and
painting good.
N: I see.

BRI IEER T 2 DAL BADZFIA LTV S
LB X DI oT Wz,

HWHRTIEHEHZ WA WA LFFTITENL TV 5 72 B E
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S: Got him to New York...and then he got all excited

about everything. He was a big success in New York.
And then he goes off...

: So he was in New York first?

: A very short while.

: I seel!

: Yeah. But...

: He did good. Very good.

»n »n o wn Z wn Z

: So, you know, that then...the trouble was that...the
difficult...why went back to Paris...was...that most
of the expatriates were...left...ran away from
Hitler...many Jews were artists. They ran away from
Hitler and they came to New York. After the war.
Now they wanted to return to Europe. They had

property and everything...and so he felt, “The artists,

all the old time artists, go back to Paris. So I'll go to

Paris again.” It wasn’t a plan.

N: So otherwise that the...his trip to Paris or his decision
to go to Paris was not a planned one, people just
gathered in New York...

S: Yeah.

N: ..All these artists through the association with the
artists and...

S: If you look my letters, you'll see him...He sketched
this meeting we had with all these famous artists.

N: Oh really?

S : They were all expatriates to Paris. So he thought, “If

I go back to Paris, I will have the same feeling as

when I'm young.” But, when he came back to Paris,

things have changed.
N: I see.

BHE=2—3—27 T IRTCICEBLAS LR %
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S: So when I went---I went to Grande Chaumiére,” I
came over. I went to (Z O, FEECAREE). I went to
go to the old school and sketch. But I was so shy, I
mean, sketch with Foujita!

: But---This happened in Paris?

: Yeah.

: I see.

: Yeah. 1950.

: I should have stayed...and helped him. I should have

n wnn 'z wn Z

stayed.
N: Where?

S : Paris. He had apartment upstairs he wanted me to

buy. After, he bought it and made a duplex. But he

wanted me to stay with him. But I had my own life.

And the way he was living in Paris was not like

Tokyo. He was just staying in the studio, and drawing

everyday! All Day! And Kimiyo doing some needle

work. And he was so---and I was young and I wanted

to enjoy Paris, so...I:--. If T had stayed and tried to

help him---he wanted me to be a chauffeur for him,

too. You know?
: I see. So he bought a duplex for himself and for---.
: But first of all, it was just an apartment.

: I see.

w» Z wn Z

: And he knew the upstairs was good and it was

vacant. And he told me, “I'm keeping it for you.” So

---that was, that time, I think it was about 40,000

dollars now, it was---
N: 40,000 dollars!

S : Yeah, but that was a lot of money for me, those days!

You know, student!

S : Yeah. Not good life. Not interesting. And his pictures.
See? All his pictures. That period. Terrible.

14 BEHBEOFE-FR
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N: Really?

n

: Madonnas. I come from school:--

S: I come from school, and he has assembly line like

automobiles. Madonna pictures. All around the

wal...room! And he’d come and me, “Look, Frank,

how many I made just this...three, four days!” So---

unknown.

S : This size. All this size'.

S: So I say--so I said, I'm the only one speak to him

true. I said, “Please don’t do this. You promised me.

You come out of Japan, you work on a masterpiece.

Your beautiful paintings.” I said it true to his face.

charge too much. They’re gangsters. Let me pay.”
N: Taxi?

: Yeah, the taxi.

n

S : One minute, love. The next minute...his very practical
thinking.
S : Lovely.

BH»LHDD7 8= XY D 2BERHVTVED
T EHoTELITWTIELWESb T8, B2 DEREH
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N: So this happened in Paris? 4T FNVIIEEE > L B RFEETE 572,
S : Paris. 1950. B IR TRRIED D HI W T W T UKD b IR - THE
S : Académie de la Grande Chaumiére. HOLEZAHIZTL EBRIEOMAINLTIA DL DI
M: Académie de la Grande Chaumiére. Painting. <R RYTFORED oI R T 7T 7, Zn%fH
S : Painting. Yeah. TV 3,4 HTZ ! ]
N: May I take a memo, Mr. Sherman? May 1 take a BRI OPEHITEALYDZ LT ol [ZALZ LE
memo? LTCWTREDE D UTFHR LR AR —E—2 %
S : Please. FIVES 2 Lo E L WiRE %o
N: I thought today, we won’t conduct any business-* 19504E 2 5 1 4 /8 T 7T vy a I =—VIZiB
but... WL 127 78— h 2fE D TEATWZ,
S: And it was very near his apartment. So near. NRVIZEVTE S BHIZED) THEZ/RF>TWwTl
N: 1950? niz,
S: 1950.
N: So how long did you go to Grande Chaumiére? CHrl e . g ek - 1388l 1)
S : One year. N: So I suppose the time you spent with Mr. Foujita,
M: One year. Maestro Foujita, for a year or so in Paris---this was a
S: And stayed with him till 1951. I took apartment. My very, very important moment for you'’.
own apartment. S : It was important. And I had to test my power. Because
N: Were you renting? in Tokyo, I could get him out of depression and the war
S: Yeah. Out near the Bois. feeling and get him social and again bohemian. And
N: What? he’d take off army jacket, and he put his hair down,
S : Out near the Bois, the woods. and now he is Foujita. And together, we go exhibition,
S : Beautiful place. Bois de Boulogne. and we go to Toi et Moi parties”, everybody would
N: How do you spell that? talk to him now. But the first exhibition I went at
S : Oh yeah. Don’t need. Ueno, the Shinseisaku, I still remember the artists
N: All right. turned their back.
S: But, uh...when I arrived at Paris, he knew I was N': Shinseisaku?
coming, he was waiting on the street. I'll never S: Shinseisaku. Open day. And he was a member
forget. And he just, “Frank.” before®.
N: Oh really. N: I see. So...
S: Then he...then he...then it become Foujita. He said, S : Because of the war, after the war feeling. They need
“You didn’t pay him?” I said, “No.” He said, “They someone to say, it bad. But they all did war pictures!
16 BZLSHRITIZORSS|EVI LI ILEoTWV 3, BCEREHOFYANR=T 4 —itholedb DR L & & Iz kL,
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Not just Foujita.

N: I see.

S: And so---I didn’t realize the time. Just I loved, but
--we go together, I said, “You've got to come.” So
we went down. Open day. And the artists all buy
their paintings, social, and then Foujita come in and
everyone goes, “There’s Foujita.” Turned back. “Don’t
talk to him.”

N: T see.

S: And so--'I had a few friends that I could talk to
---but um---we made social feeling a little bit. So

slowly, they came back. And they-:-Asakura® was

a _good man. Sculptor. Ueno. He was very-:-older

man. Understood. The younger men were something.
So slowly, I had to bring him out, it was true that
I didn’t know there was such a feeling against him.
Because um---he didn’t leave them the correct way.
He didn’t have experience with anything. But the rest
of them got away from it, but just Foujital How I met

Foujita, was I---I first---went to...

N: Mr. Sherman, can I stop you now? Because I---

S: Oh sure, sure. Oh yeah!

N: Before I forget--- Because it’s very important...

M: I'm sorry!

S : Yeah, yeah. Oh sure. Sure, sure, sure.

N: It’s very important to Mr. Miyoshi and then to me
too, of course:--

M: I'm sorry™.

N: Fumio Asakura? You mentioned:--

S: Asakura. He was a good sculptor. He was very kind

to Foujita. After, his daughter became my friend.

N: Setsu san®.

S: I met in New York many times. Good family.

HRICW LS BEHE —RFIIRERS N 227
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(RUAtvs€a—)
N: You must be exhausted because you arrived yesterday.

So they are...they have concerned about you™.

: Thank you. Thank you.

: We already started out journey--+

: Yeah!

: He feels bad about that! Just came to say, “Hello.”
: Oh no. Thank you very much. Thank you. Yeah.

Z o Z wn Z wm

: So maybe Monday and Tuesday, if it’s convenient for
you--
S: Oh, good enough too. Yes, anytime for that. It’s all

important to me.
S: I didn’t---the French kept asking me---and American

publisher keep asking me---but um...they don’t

understand. Just the big name. They understand

the Foujita name. The Cat Man(Z @[, JEECR

BE).No, Foujita is Japanese! And um...you know, the

young people today have to understand the beauty
through his eyes. So important. And it...if...he was
not unusual those days. There were many artists in
Japan, educated through the culture of France and
the world. But today, it’s unusual! The young people
that I know very well, they’re succeeding with their
names, but-:-they’re not artists. They don’t have--
they’re artists but they don’t know their own culture.
That period was beautiful! It was a disaster after the
war, but just like Germany after World War II looked
like a disaster, but many great artists came out of that

period and they went to Paris--+

DA VEAECa—dECHEERSETTIIVAA
RFAYIADPEHIZEH L CEWT S 2B 513D
Lo TV W JERIZHEAANLZ DT,
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N: You never use the interpreter, have you? You never
have experience:--have you ever had an interpreter
when you have a job like this?

S: The difficulty, I'm sure. Yeah. So when I made the
show---

N: So you know, I may stop you---from here. Because...

S : No, please!

N: My brains are very small. Can contain so little
information---

S: No! No. Thank you. I just wanted to give you the
feeling.

N: L.I.I think I got--

N: How long have you been away from Tokyo?

21 HAAICHK(1883-1964) AR HAREEET)ZRE HAROHAET X
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: I was...I...I only...I know...but

: Six...six month ago...

: Oh I see.

: But I only stayed a little while.

: Mr. Sherman, he said that there are tons of things he

wants to ask you. Okay?

: Oh, I'm so glad.

: In depth, of course. And then, you know, we know

that what you have told some publishers being

printed, you know.

: Oh, Gosh.

N: We’ve seen printed materials, but he would like to

=

have more profound insight from you.

: Yes, yes. I've been waiting many years for this.
: Thank you very much.

: So I guess we’d like to hear from you, of course, you

cannot really summarize or give a few words on this

impress...

: Yeah. Sure.

N: But briefly, maybe if you can explain about you days

in Boston, I think when you were a lot younger...

: Yeah.

N: And the days, you know, you came to Japan working

for GHQ, MacArthur administration...

: Yeah.

N: And then, you’re back again, on the 35th floor

of...uh...Shinjuku...

: Yeah!

N: And uh...I'm sure...uh...the first encounter with the

Japanese anything was the book written by Lafcadio

Hearn.

: Uh-huh.

N: ...which your sister gave it to you. Right? (BUF, F&EX

EE

S : Yeah. You remember, thank you.

Z

Z wn wn Z w

: And then, uh... that...we call up Boston culture

people like Fenollosa...

: Yes, yes.

: Maybe Morse, all those people.

: Yes. Ambassador Grew™.

: Yeah. Understood Kyoto.

: Anyway, they understood that the authentic beauty

of Japan. You know, because I think...he...this is his
term, but, in a way, after Meiji Restoration Era, the
real Japanese culture...cultural beauty or aesthetic

thing has been a little bit screwed or altered.

: Yes.

N: And people began to lose or...um...that real sense of

beauty in to essence.

: Uh...uh-huh.

N: So, um, you had sort of longing for encounter with

Japanese arts when you came here.

: Yeah. Yeah.

N: So he would like to hear all these different feelings.

(BUF BEECTRE

S: Oh, I see. Yes, yes.
S : Well, my family---luckily, I was brought up at Boston,

so:--a good family. We went to the White Mountains

in the summer, just like here, you would go to

Hakone or up to the mountains for the summer,

Karuizawa. Then I just fell into this feeling:--I've read
about it, and knew about it, and even as a child, I
knew Shinjuku, the city all night! Frabjous city all
night! And I would see woodprints of the bridge in
Shinjuku. T still remember it. And uh---I...little did I

know that I was going to meet some artists that were

making those prints!

: When you were young, you already knew this was

going to happen?

: I knew it! And coming over on a boat. We:--the

lights all came on and said, “The war is over.” You

know. And I said, “Oh God. This is wonderful.” And

then out here, the Americans talking about---they

had no idea of Japan. Nothing. So I told them, it’s

going to be exciting! And then my first night, up

in the mountain of---they took us by truck into the
mountains---and they said, “Now, in the morning,
don’t go out. You'll be shot.” I---look, how can a man
of God, the Chaplain, say this about Japanese! So
first thing I did...get out. Get away. And I took a---

bus-'no, up there, they had a train.

N: Which Mountain is this?

: Umm---Odakyu Sagamihara. Still remember. But

we were taken by truck. And into places where the
cavalry had. Army cavalry had places for hostage
and we would wash the,(Z O JEEARBE) and so
as soon as the sun came up, I got out from the place
and went looking for Yokohama. And at Yokohama, I
had to change trains two or three times, bombed out,

and then took a streetcar into Tokyo. The streetcar!

N: May I stop you here?
: Yeah, yeah.
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N: I'm sure we can go over this later, but I think he
would like to hear.

S : Oh sure, yeah.

N: Is it Ukiyoe...prints? Or what...

S : Ukiyoe prints. And also modern print.

S : Yeah. Modern. That bridge down here.

S: So I always have an image---

S: Used to be a Kabuki house. Front of that bridge

down there.

S : Back of...away from Isetan, you take the other road.
And there was a bridge over there, over the railroad
tracks. And that bridge, I still remember, the fancy---
it used to haunt me.

N: So you saw:*":

EELZEILIVWERICEINTRR N TE o7,
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S: Yeah, so I was very interested in Hanga. Yeah. And

so Foujita said, “You like Hanga?” So he said, “I do

Han...I make Hanga.” So I said, “How wonderful. I

didn’t know that.” So he gave me this! And he gave

me the block. Underneath is the woodblock. So he

told me, “You must meet Onchi Koshiro.”?

S: And he didn’t tell me but he made an exhibition
with Onchi Koshiro in Chicago in 1930%".Yeah, I
researched. I'll give you, after, I'll give you the
review for the exhibition. I researched magazines for

Foujita’s exhibitions and I have boxes, so---

they’re not even interested for his masterpiece I

have.

N: Oh really? You owned---

: Yeah. They’re not interested. But the made a catalog

and I understood they had one exhibition at Ueno.

But he was a great man.

N: I see.

: Feel sorry about him. He was one of the first modern

woodcut artists.

N: I see.

wn zZ wn zZ wn z wn
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: But it trembles with the family. People don’t realize

that the artist can be great, but if there’s any politics
around them, if they have a wife who’s trying to

make trouble---

: Maneuver?

: ---Like someone.

: Maneuver. Right.

: And his daughter®® made a lot of trouble.

: Oh really.

: Everything I got, I paid for. But he had a habit of

giving his work.

: You know, a lot of artists do that.

: So the daughter, when he died, was angry for all these

people who got Onchi’s works. And uh---but she

couldn’t say for me because I took photos, I loved

them, I brought them presents---and I bought this

from him, he tried to give me---.

: Yeah, many others.
: Do you have any good ideas...
: Huh?

: Do you have any good ideas for lunch or---

lunch or---

: Well there’s a café downstairs, it’s nice, and I'll show

them around the building.

: Would you like that? We’ll try.

: This is something that haunts me. I have to ask

N: While you know, I don’t have to keep them, I will, of somebody.
course, return them to you... N: I wonder what that is.
S : Sure, sure. S: 1 found it in Kuyazg. I know this artist is famous.
N: But I'll be very happy if you can--- Because that style (Z O, JEEAREE), and something
S : Oh yes. I've got boxes of them, so--- like that.
S: You know, I feel so sorry about Onchi Koshiro N: Oh really.
because he is not---he was no more than the ’30s, S: Very old style. Old man.(Z @, FEEAREE)A couple
outside, and his own people here in Japan---I donated hundred years ago. Someday I’ll find out. 'm gonna
three prints of his to the museum at Hiroshima. And ask. I won’t say anything today. All the things...
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S : Here, they made a nice trap for me down in Kyushu
when I took Foujita show down there. And they
asked me, “Do you---did you (Z DI[H. FEECRBE)

great artist?” And then asking old-style Sumi painters

N: Good!

: So we took out her...on first night she sang at NHK

studio.

N: Uh-huh.

---you know... S: And she was very fat in those days, and she had to
S : I think his masterpiece. Big. sit in back of a glass...they had a glass separation in
N: How big is it? the studio. And she sang to me! Ah! I'm dying to
S : Oh this big. see...a love song for me!
N: Feet, right? 18 feet? S : Ashihara® took care of her very well.
S : Inches. S : What can you do when everybody go(BUF . JEEUREE)
M: 4 vF? S : She was tremendous. Very solid.
S : Inch. S : And so...I since...I always heard the idea that when a
S: He was well known in Germany and he was well singer finish with the audience, they go back to the
known in America back in the ’30s. hotel room, and there’s nothing. So I send flowers,
N: Oh really? always, to the hotel room.
S: So he had a show with Foujita. And still, he never N: T see.
got---like I said, some family troubles. S: And then when they go back, “Wow!” You know,
N: Yeah. before sleeping, they’d feel good.
S : You know all that. N: Yeah.
S: So...s0, I'm only one. No politics. N: Eiryo...Ashihara Eiryo-san is the nephew of Foujita?
S: I go the communists, I don’t know for sure if they’re S : Yeah. Nephew. Yeah.
communists, but they would sing communist songs to N: Did you meet him through Foujita-san?
get me mad, and I stay with them. S: He would...not that time. He would always talk
S : Artists. about him. He’d say, “Oh, Frank. I don’t have habit
S: I’ll tell you interesting stories after---of Ogisu and for socializing. You're going to like my nephew very
Kenzo Okada---Wakita®. Oh, many, many stories. much.” So after I left Paris, and it was a mistake(Z
N: We’d like to... DR BEBCAREE) and 1 came back to Par...to Tokyo,
S : Thank you. Yeah, I loved them all. I said, “T've got to meet him! Because I can’t help
LSRR 2 28 Foujita, but I love Foujita, I'm going to help his
nephew if I can!” I was so, so happy with him. He’s
BRI ESF S Z0»? B REZ 35| &K the most lovely man. And his wife, so talented. TV
AR UTIRMZBIURIZE D RE 2] LT o T2, B, cooking and everything. So we had a wonderful
B OBARRER T BHI FEExR-72) FvEY time together with him. But, um...so many artists he
M2 L7720 BHIFIZL S LTWi B ER & A IchE helped...Koshiji Fubuki. He helped her. And then,
LZBEEPD o HOFVOHEREEBALTWID Jacqueline Francois came over.”* She’s a great artist,
TRMDOIBIZFENTZ 5 72, so...better than Yvette Giraud. So he said, “Frank,
HETEDLAVEGE L LD - A MEF=. we’re _having trouble with her. Studio people don’t
HENZDOWT T2 SADEEDDH b, know what to do with her. She’s angry. After she
sings, she’s angry! She throws things!” So I...I said,
OERIET) “Well, what's the trouble?” I...I said, “What did you
N: Yvette Giraud”.The chanson...yeah. give her for dinner or with...?” You know. And he
S : Yeah. said, “Fish.” I said, “Oh my God!” Because a good
N: She’s still...she looks very good. singer is like, um...a boxer.
S: Oh, that’s wonderful! N: Meat.
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S : They sing! They use up the energy, you know, and

then they give her a fish! She wanted to kill them!
So then I told...

S: So I told the manager...the Japanese manager and
they (Z @[ BEEURBE) take her to a good steak
house. And it was perfect.

: Oh, I see.

: You know.
: Jacqueline Francois?
: Yeah.

wn zZ n z
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S: Then, I went with Foujita to Toppan, because I was

working in Toppan Insatsu---and we went to the

Toppan clubhouse:---

S: At Kyoto. And Suminokura® was nearby, and all

these beautiful (Z O, JEECAREER) ---that’s a whole big

story. And so we went over to Takarazuka. Foujita

wanted to see‘--so we’re going to see the beautiful

girls at Takarazuka. So...came over, and there was

one girl I was fascinated, and I took Foujita picture

with her. And then I asked Foujita, “Could we bring

her out tonight?” And he said, “Never. Can’t take a

Takarazuka girl out.”
N: Right.
S: So we asked her name. Koshiji Fubuki*. When she

was just a young girl.

S : I have her picture...together.

N: So you have really good eyes to---you know, pull out

S : Foujita Eye. My teacher.
S : Never missed it.

S : When Koshiji came to Tokyo, um...she had ambition.

And she...she went and sang New York, Radio City
Music Hall...

N: Oh really!

S: Or the Rainbow Room. And she wanted to improve.

But contract with those people...I forget, the
agents...They kept her down very much. She was the
first artist to manage herself. And they look like she
could( Z D[] FEECREE)a place to sing, she dropped
them. Then Yamaha Hall opened. The wonderful

Yamaha Hall! That was the beginning. Now we don’t

need...uh...Nichigeki, we don’t need.... Yamaha Hall

was then rent. So Madam...Inokuma® and Princess

Lee, Masako Lee,® and we had a family club which

used to be...we had a whole group together. Then we

all bought tickets...and we sold the tickets.

N: Oh...for the concert?
S: And filled the place! That was the beginning of

Koshiji*.
S : That was Tokyo those days. Good friends.

S: We don’t see that now.

BEFH E EEOABEOEITH o MR D 7 T 7Y
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N: Did you associate with Koshiji Fubuki-san afterwards?

S: Oh yes. Very much so. And she lived in back of the
Diet building. And that graphic designer...Kamekura?

N: Uh-huh.

S: He had a house near her, and he was my friend. So

he used to tell me, “You know Koshiji, tell her to stop

practicing! I'm going crazy with her! My neighbor.”

N: Cause she sang?
S : Yeah!
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S: I love her. Then I go over to see her...see her play a

special show at Nichigeki. In the back and she said,

“Frank-san. Please. Get me a rubber life boat.” I said,

“My God! What do you want a life boat for?” I...such

a strange request! She said, “Frank, I'm Kleopatra. I

want a life boat.”
N': Kleopatra!
S: Maybe she thought she’s going up the Nile or

something! Then I asked Ashihara. “Is she going

crazy? Why she wants a rubber life boat?” He said,

“She puts down the Tatami and she...after she makes

the show, she could relax.”
: Oh!
: Relax, right?

: Nice story, ha?
: So did you get one for her?
: Oh yeah.

Z w oz w Z 7

: You found one, too.
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S : Have to get everything Ashihara asked me. Yeah.

S: Then Ashihara-san had...um...he had a disc program.

You know, the disc jockey. So he had a lot of

difficulty getting records that time. So I ordered all

the records for him. And um...

: Was he a disc jockey?

: Yeah. He put on chanson.

: [ see. I see.

wn 'z n Zz

: The he had a rival with the Jazz. I forgot his name.

He was very...

n

: Yeah. Oh! So much trouble getting those...records.

N: What was his name? Her name or...

S: Yeah, I forgot this...is a man. He was a top man for
Jazz.

N: What does he look like?

S: Lovely. So I got him...and I got the...while I was in

London, I saw a sign and it said, “Beatles.” So I said

to the taxi man, “What a crazy name! What is it?

Cockroaches or something?” And he said they're a

new singing group. And so I bought their record. And

then I brought it back Japan and I asked the music
shops, “Do you have Beatles’ records?” (Z D[, B&HL
ZE8) The little girl laughed and laughed...

: Beatles?

z

S: “Beatles? Crazy name!” And I gave him that record.

It was the first Beatles’ record in Japan.
: Oh really.

: Everyday, something new. Culture.

: Beatles came 19...60s?

: Yeah, way back.

»n n 'z wn Z

: I didn’t care for them especially, but...I got it for his

program.
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GASESR)
: Ashihara’s brother, the architect...um...Ashihara.
: Uh-huh.
: Yoshinobu"'. My dear friend. And so...

: Really? Oh, I loved him.

S
N
S
M: Famous. Very famous in Japan.
S
N: He’s well now, too.

S

: Oh good. When he was a student, it was so strange,

in Boston, I went to the train station to say goodbye

to a friend. And I heard someone say, in Japanese,

say, “Gokigenyo.” I said, “Gokigenyo!”

N': Gokigenyo.

S: How wonderful! And so I followed him. And he
went to a newsstand to buy a newspaper. And I said,
“Excuse me. I think you’re going to Harvard. So...can
I give you a ride to Harvard?” And he said, “Thank
you very much.”

N: This is Yoshinobu?

41 HRFER(E(1918-2003)  AREESR BRHFIIAIZ RS OB T 13, 195248 BB1H 7 v 77 4 D EEAERBRICZ 0 ) B



S: Yeah!

N: T see.

S: So we get in the car and we’re driving. And I said,
“Do you know Foujita?” And he said, “What? Why

do you say that? That’s my uncle!”

S : Strange! Strange!

S: So then I said, “Tomorrow, I...Tomorrow night, I'll meet
you. Do you have your grand...do you have your
grandmother’s picture?” And he said, “No. I don’t.”

S: So I said, “Tomorrow, I'm going to give you your
grand mother’s picture.”

S : Strange story.

N: He must have been really surprised!

S: Everything happens to me.(Z ® i, JEEUREE) So

he wanted to go...he was Fulbright scholar... so he

wanted to go to see his uncle. So I said, “Go back to

Japan through Paris and see your uncle.” He said, “No.

My uncle won’t see me.”
: Why?

: Because that time, Foujita was...

: Depressed?

wn zZ n Zz

: Was...tried to break off his feelings for Japan. He was

so mixed up.

: I see.

Z

S: I couldn’t understand that. So I said, “You must go to
see your uncle. He’s getting old.” So I wrote Foujita
a letter. And he wrote back and he said, “All right.”

He was angry, but he, “All right. I want to see him

back.” And then Yoshinobu could go to Paris and see

Foujita. And they became good friends!
N: Oh really!
S : Through the years, Ashihara Eiryo became his great

friend. I helped a little bit.
S : He...Foujita needed his family! He needed his good

friends.

HEOBTEREROFBFIIH L VWEAL o7,

AR N YOBRCEBRIZSIFALI I EE D BHARELH
W72, ZRUI TNV T T A MREES TN —N— FREFE
FOERBER . BERFEHIZEVWZB->TED,
RET 2 & STV IZXWITER 3 W] EE D LI
REFEWT K BWEEI | Lo T 4 FEHIZ L TDH
BEALTOWT HERL DD LD YD 72255 TWizD
TEHIIFREZE O TEH IRV o TWB LR
O BEHD O [ THMIZERW T W LIRERD D (HBE X
2) THRHEIZEW L WKEAIZL 572,

(ma—a—r X7 48—y X LMD

N: If you can just tell us the background...

S : The background.

N: Yeah, background...and also that the roots of your
ideas.

S: It’s...it’s an extravagant story.

N: Uh-huh.

S: Extravagant! I don’t know...how anybody could
believe the things, but...Japan at that time was
creative! Beautifully creative.

S : But just as many people got successful, many people
died...neglected. Great, great artists.

M: 038 EFTI 4,

S : Thank you.

N: Did you order curry, too?

L: Yes, I did.

S: Then I..my work was in New York. After I left Japan,
1 had responsibility to help these people who weren’t
famous, who couldn’t get to New York, and so I made
exhibitions at New York for artists. And brought
American artists to Japan. And just did it myself with
a handshake. No contracts, no money, nothing.

N: I see.

S : Betty Parsons® was my good friend. And she had
wonderful reputation. Ms. Magazine had her on the
cover.

S : She discovered so many artists in America.

S: My dear friend.

N: She became a cover, right? For Ms. Magazine.

S: A great woman.

S : She came to Japan and she was Kenzo Okada’ s. She

made him famous.

S : Parsons Gallery. 57th Street.

S : I bought---his opening show:--I went in and I bought

blue painting. It was beautiful. And I said, “I want

to bring it back to Japan. Can I take out to show?”

And Kenzo and his lovely wife told me, “Don’t buy it

here! You'll be paying the gallery fee.” They're very

kind for me. So I said, “No. I know what I'm doing.

If I'm your friend and I buy the painting, Betty can

think more good.”

N': Right, right.

: Then I took the painting to Japan and brought it to

the Metropolitan Museum here®. And um---got it

accepted. His first painting in the museum.

: Is it a national museum, or metropolitan?

42 X7 4 +8—Y v XBetty Parsons(1900-1982) 19464F, =2 —3—27 < ¥
NYRANIRT 4 R=YV VXX % T ) —F =TV, RuyIR7 7 —=
Y7 v A3 b ML MHEHE=)IHEES R 72,

43

next to the Bridgestone?* 5 M#HAME I H o Te FLE LI AREMAE & Bb
nd,

N ‘ MEoMNF— 0O | O—pERUAS) CA—4 ¢ NN ‘%E@i%@



N ‘ mMomefi— 0@ f Q—EERUAS ) A=+ NN ‘%@?&m%@

S : The one that was at---the one that was at---next to the
Bridgestone. And then it moved and I don’t know
now.

S : Tokyo.

N: How are you doing?

L: I'm very well, thank you. Um...everything...
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S : Before Foujita left Japan, um...he told me a very

interesting man is going to visit him. “He’s just

coming back from Manchuria. He was a soldier-:-

a Japanese soldier and he’s just coming back so we

want to meet him---want you to meet him.” This

man came in and---a hat---with different colors.
Foujita loved it. And he said, “Frank, help him.” So

that...when everybody asks me to help them---when

I got...I got to New York, I've got a friend---gallery
---Betty---style---and she wanted---she wanted me to
help. I told her, I've got a good artist. I arranged for
him to ship over---a show. It was a fabulous show.
It was incredible-:-canvas...he wasn’t too familiar
with that medium and he rolled it---now don’t--
here it was--ripped up, hanging, and it was late. I
went to Inokuma-san, he was---“what can I do?” He
said, “You can do two things. Leave it alone:-- (Z
Dl JEEUAREE) or take out the Japanese brush and
Japanese nori and go underneath each piece:-+” So
I got this girlfriend artist come over, I think she’s
angry till this day why she had to help another. And
we repaired the papers. And it opened. New York

Times. A quarter of a page. Three-quarter spread of

his painting. Wonderful could it be‘--he didn’t have to

come to New York. That’s best chance to---

: I see. When was this--+
: I don’t know what’s become of him.

: So he used that the roller---

wn Z wn Z

: Sometimes a roller---sometimes painting. Beautiful.
(Z O BEECREE) 1 don’t know what he does now.
He had a big success in New York.

: Maybe he knows.

: I hope so.

: He remind me of...(Z O, FEHAREE) I loved him.

: If I come here, I want to see his baby. I want to see
his baby. That's all 'm here for (Z @, FEEUAREE)
This baby is...grandmother... (BUF  JEEUR B

S: I took that one painting he did and I think it’s his

= o wn Z

masterpiece®.
N: Tetsuro Sawada’s?

: Oh! Beautiful.

2]

S: But he never...he never could get recognition in
Japan, but even New York:--
S: I don’t know why. Maybe the friendship with Foujita
made him too proud at some point.
: Was this exhibition done in Parsons Gallery?

: No. Meltzer Gallery. Doris Meltzer®.

: Yeah. I have the paper. I'll show you.

Z » v Z

: He said maybe by Monday, he can find out where---
where his--whereabouts.

S: It’s not that we are special friends. He doesn’t speak

English. But it’s just, he needed help!

S: And I'm trying to show, you don’t need to go to

America to have a good name, a good painter. So he

stayed in Japan and I did everything.

S: First one. Because many people had a lot of
trouble...wife, and children.... “We’re going to get
famous in New York!” Oh my God, no! That’s
too much of a gamble. Sell the house, go over
there...because gallery business is not so easy. It’s
very difficult with this one, this paper...and all

the...so.
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S: And some artists can’t help themselves. They do

everything wrong. They say everything wrong.

S : Yeah. Even Foujita.

S: Said everything wrong, did everything wrong. Then
he said, “No newspapers. No newspapers!” “No!
Don’t say that!” So then, “You take care!” So I'd talk
to them, “I'm sorry.” And Funado with Mainichi...

: Funado Kokichi®.

: Yeah! My dearest friend.

: Dear friend.

: Yeah!

: Yeah.

: Your dear friend?
: Yes!

: Yeah.

n Z2 n 22 n.n 2 n Z

: This interview, he wanted. He wanted this but he
died.

: Would you like to have a ... (BLF. BEEUREE)

: So this is second Funado-san?

: Yeah!

: Very different style. Very different.
: Very different. Yeah. One eye was bad.

: Good man. Good newspaperman.

»n »n v n v Z R

: I loved him. And so every time I had to close the

door, Foujita’s studio, my apartment at Toppan, to

the newspaperman, every time something come up,

they come running! “Foujita’s there! We know he’s

inside!” “I'm sorry, but I can’t say anything now.”

Then Funado, look his face, I said, “Oh God, I've got

to talk true.” “Funado, yes, Foujita’s here. Please. I'll

give you the story someday. I'll give you the story.” “All
right.” And then he died!
S : Yeah.

N: So I guess Mr. Funado got a lot of story from you.

He wrote about the Mr. Foujita’s going to Paris from
New York.

: Yeah. Yeah.

: So I guess information contained in the...

: Yeah. Quietly. He was good man.

: Shall we (Z OfH]\ BEHURAE) the room?
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S: Yeah. Sure.
S : Oh my God! When I go up the house, they’re waiting
outside.
: Uh-huh.

: Oh such lovely people.
: I made him go. We took photographs.

Z » vz

: He is...he writes beautiful English. Prince®. And I
think Princess speaks very good English, too.
S: Yes. Oxford. And she went to University of America.
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N: Uh-huh.

N: Mr. Sherman, I guess we can spend more time next
week in asking you...*

S : Yeah. With all in.

N: Details about the Foujita or any other people, but
uh...

S: Sure, to ask me the question. Yeah. Yeah. You have
some questions.

N: He said that under the impression that you have
this rich personality or character as a human being,
with...so I think which made you a...a finder of
this beautiful artists you know, whether in Japan or
wherever...

S : Yeah. Thank you.

N: You have this sensitivity for authentic beauty or
aesthetic things...

S: Yeah.

N: So he’d like to hear from you about yourself.
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N: Or you can talk about somebody else, but uh...you S : Clay.
know, maybe it’s like a autobiography...so to S : Good with people’s thumb.
speak...you know, maybe we can... S : You know.
S : Born at Boston. A large family. And the youngest. M: I see.
S : Ten children. S: And um...but there was a young teacher there who
S : So they leave me alone. was making exhibitions in the department store. And
N: So you were born in June 25, 1916? then one day, she asked me to go over and to take
S: 17. Oh good, I'm one year young! the paintings out and bring them back to the school.
S: No, 17. And I was so...now I remember, that time, I didn’t
M: Boston Art Shool. think...I said, “Exhibition of paintings. How lovely!
S : Yeah. Yeah. And that would be a very...you’re helping people, not
M: EMERTT 2 ? EZ D just yourself! It would be very exciting.” And then, I
S : Massachusetts College of Art. would fall in love with this picture, this picture. And
N: They educate curators and people like that? then years later, I found that was a big influence.
S: Yes. Yes, indeed. Educational. N: Uh-huh.
N: What is your major? S : I wanted to...cause education was major too.
S: Uh...I had a wonderful chance to work with a N: Uh-huh.
sculptor there. Silas Darren®'. S: To be...so I wanted to tell people what is a good...this
S : Sculptor. is a good artist.
S : I made his sculpture with him. N: Uh-huh.
N: So he was your teacher, or...? S : You must...you must understand him.
S : Teacher. N: Uh-huh.
N: So who gave you the biggest influence? Give us the S: And...and enjoy his paintings like poetry. So...luck
teacher’s name... came from that.
S : Oh, high school. N: So are you trying to say that the good...uh...work
S : Mrs. Smith. of art would give great impression or uh...gives you
S: She’d just point her finger in front of all the class, some kind of emotiona and...
“This one’s going to Harvard.” “This one’s going to S: Yes. Yes.
MIT.” And then she pointed her finger, “Sherman, N: Pleasant feelings to people, so maybe you can save
you're going to art school.” people by doing so from depression and anxiety...is
N: Oh really. that what you’re trying to say?
S : College. S: Oh...you could...yes. We could forget the misery
N: Was she your homeroom teacher then? of...uh...all the hardships, you know...that...I was a
S : No, she’s an English teacher. Depression time. It was very poor. Everybody was
S: I said, “Oh my God! I'm an artist.” poor.
S: Yeah. She was good. N: So...you see, he said usually artists create things and
M: Smith...Mrs. Smith. they...they do give impressions and some kind of
N: Mrs. Smith. feelings to people. It’s like they’re “acting part,” like
S : Mrs. Smith. “pushing part.”
N: What was her first name? S : Huh. Yeah.
S: Don’t remember. N: However, they are not good at perception uh...or
S: We only would say, “Mrs. Smith.” being...what you call...passive.
N: And so you went to art school and your majored S : They need help.
sculpture. N: Passive. But in your case, I think you have both
S : Yeah. quality...in yourself.
S : But then... S : Oh thank you.
N: um...what was your material? Was it wood or... N: And uh...you have a great, I think, sensitivity...of
51 BRD IIEFE 0 OHEMIE L < BV ATREMEDSE W



beauty and aesthetic things.

S: I'm trying to understand...the difficulties of the
people.

N: Uh-huh.
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S : And after the war, they...it was so easy to understand

because I had studied Japan and I studied the Paris

artists and I saw the situation they are in. And it was

so _simple to understand. Who was deserving...who

could be helped...
S : Who could think Princess Chichibu needed help?

S: ...think! And I saw...I gave the Prince um...my sister
worked, Macmillan book company, so I asked her,
“Get all the mountain books you can find. Mountain
climbing.” He loved that. And I gave him the books.

N: Uh-huh.

S : And then the Princess, I...I gave her a box of spices...

different...because after the war, there was no ginger

or nutmeg or cinnamon...something. So I got a big
box full of all kinds of spices. And she said, “How

could you understand?” Just the right understanding

what people need!
N: Then he’s amazed. You know...your perception.
S : Thank you.
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N: So you see...um...you...I think we mentioned this
before, your...you know... first encounter was through
a book written by Lafcadio Hearn.

S : Oh yeah.

N: But uh, did you, um...did you have any, you know,

information or any knowledge or any...any contact

wn Z wn n Z
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with Japan before you really had this Lafcadio

Hearn’s book?

: Well, I had a cousin who used to come to Japan

a lot. But he loved Hokkaido! I've never gone to
Hokkaido.

: Uh-huh. Hokkaido or Tokaido?
: Hokkaido.

: I don’t know what influence he had!

: Is this before the war?

: Yes, before the war...when I was a little boy. He

would come back and talk.

: Strange. Why he like Hokkaido. I have never been to

Hokkaido.

: Well, your cousin wasn’t here...uh...for kind of reasons

why Dr. Clark from USA was here? He...he came
to Japan and taught boys in Hokkaido. I think that’s
the first inception of that the...American, modern,

agriculture anything to the Japanese people.

: Yeah, from Boston, too. Yeah. That’s right. Yeah.
: His famous line is “Boys, be ambitious.”
: That’s right.

: And uh...you know, that’s the first encounter with the

modern pasturing of um...agriculture of anything.

: Oh. He probably heard about it because he was in

love with Hokkaido.

: Uh-huh.

: Mrs. Inokuma always tried to get me to go to Hokkaido.

: So...but he wasn’t here for that sort of thing.
: No. She’d say it’s...it’s like outside Boston, it’s just

like...so I'd say, “How wonderful! I don’t need it.”

: So that the second world war actually started, or that

the war between Japan and US started 1941?

: Yeah.

N: Maybe that’s the year you just came out of college?

: Yeah! It was...my whole life was just..what to do...

and I had no idea then I'd be able to come to Japan.

S : We thought we were going to go to Europe.

S : Cause Paris...everybody, every art student wants to go

wn Z un wn
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to Paris.

: So I guess we can summarize saying that you first

impact, you know, about Japan came from the book

you read written by Lafcadio Hearn.

: Oh yes. And especially the cover.
: The cover had...the cover design had two black birds.
: Do you remember the title of the book?

: I can’t remember. Two beautiful black birds on the

cover.

: The silhouette. The...

: Do you remember the contents, you know, the book?
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S: Oh. I just..I just was so excited. Because that same

time, I was reading um...magzine...the Sunday

Magazine had a special section they called “Gravure

Section.” And it was pictures of Paris. And that’s the

first time I saw pictures of Foujita®.
N: Uh-huh.

S: Just a young...and, you know, the bohemians of the

Left Bank. And they looked like they’re having a
wonderful time.

S: So, of course, we always thought of La Boheme, you
know. Oh, I'm going to go Paris and have a studio
and be like Foujita. So already, I...excited by his life.
He could do what he wanted.

: So the time coincides?

: Yeah. Same time.

: Left Bank is Rive Gauche?

: Yeah.

»n n 'z wn ZzZ

: Yeah, every young artist that time dreamed.
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Um...things today aren’t as free as they were then.

N: I see.

: The artists and the parties and the gorgeous life of

the...like in Kyoto. And I was so strange, because

when I came here, there was so much trouble after

the war, but these people...certain people had the

same life! They lived the same life as Paris and they

combined it with Kyoto life. When I went to Kyoto,

gorgeous big houses. And...one man had three houses
and three wives. geisha. And for a young man to

see...this...anything is possible like a dream world!

N: This is before the war?

wn zZz wn z n Z
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: This is like a Ukiyoe world! Then Foujita took me

to...uh...that old section of Kyoto... (Z D[, BEEUARE)
No...forget the name of it. And the old geisha had
black teeth.

: Black teeth.

: And you had to wait one hour while she dressed.
: Uh.

: Many, many kimonos.

(BB ZETL x D hhZ.

: Yeah. Oiran. And the whole section was off limit.

Nobody could go in.

: I see.

S: It was all protected. Then Foujita and I went in and

we experienced. He loved it, because he couldn’t
do any of these things by himself. But he’s showing
me. The mayor of Kyoto led us. He took us to the
fireworks on the river and we were welcomed to see

the young geishas for their first uh...Miyako...for the...

N: Miyako Odori?

HHTWz, S: Yeah. For their first performance...and bring presents.
And oh! It was...I saw..Japan would never see again
(HAR DA, itk O HABIRLT) with Foujita. And we went to the kabuki show, and
N: Were you...were there anything else other than Mr. they gave us a balcony like the emperor. And Foujita
Foujita or, you know, or that the work he’s done, couldn’t do himself, but he could do with American
were you interested in at that time, like a 22 year old artist, he’s showing, so...he’s too modest, you know.
or so? Of course, you made the sculpt...sculpturing in N: This is before the war again?
art college, and of course you had a lot of information S : No. This is after the war! But...
from Ecole de France and stuff like that. Did you S : Just before changed!
have any other interests, other than in Mr. Foujita N: Uh-huh. Uh-huh. 2220 % U 7z, Okay...
and his works? S: We had dance parties at Nikkatsu family club. And
S: Well, just the excitement of Japan. It was...I always Florida®? And everybody was doing Tango.
wanted to get away. This is about...the Japan of S : Just like in Paris. This period, people don’t realize,
that period before the war...was...it was very much we had the best of Paris, we had the best of old
like Paris. There was a great deal of freedom here. Japan. It was still here! Before they all want to go
52 B MEE2IE oS D LAWA Yy —< Yo FHOEF IR Z L 53 KV AR—NVDOLHID
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out of Japan, go to America. They were making
the most of life. And it was a...just a beautiful
mixture. The ones from Paris, and the ones from
the old Japan who stayed here and did their classic
work...and oh, it..I'm just right in the middle, but I
think, never again, such a feeling.

: So this is after the war?

: After the war! Very...

: Uh-huh.

: Forty-seven...47.

wn z n z
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N: So, um...he’s asking about your career as a civilian...

uh...

S: Yeah.

N: Worker under MacArthur administration.

S: Yeah.

N: In 1945, the war ended and the American occupation
forces came into our country.

S : Right.

N: And uh...well...uh...you worked for GHQ, and so, you

were not a military person and I guess that the
policy of GHQ at that time was to restore Japanese
economy, politics, and culture and anything...

S : Helping. Yeah.

N: Helping us...and in that sense, they were like frontiers
in old days in your own country.

S: Yeah.

N: Um...so for that, America sent so many people who
are in cultural areas, and also technicians and
engineers for that purpose. So I guess you came to
Japan as one of those people...

S : I have no respect for them.

N: For who?

S : I have no respect for the State Department or GHQ.
They were making more mistakes---mistakes! They
were, for instance---

N: Can I go...

S : Sure thing.

S : My translator or liaison man at Toppan. He---Suzuki,

now he’s President”. One day he came to me and he

told me, “Mr. Sherman, they’re taking my furniture.”

I said, “My God! How...how can they do such a

thing?” And he said, “They can. The army can come

to any house and take away all the furniture.” And I

was so sick! T couldn’t do anything to stop it.

N: Mr. Sherman, his question about this was like:--did...
you didn’t really apply--*

S: They came to me.

N': Did you apply for the position?

S : No.

N: I see. So--

S: They said, “Sherman likes Japan.” The word went
around.

N: So who were they? Anybody influential?

S : Headquarters. Headquarters.

S : Information Education®.

S : They said-:-so I said---I said, “I'm not going to stay.”
And they:-- “I don’t work with---I don’t want to
work with the army, the military.” They said, “You'd
have to. You’ll be outside, Japan, at Toppan Printing
Company.” And I said, “I don’t care.” The next day,
“We’ll give you rations for six people.” That time,
food was so precious, I thought, “Oh my God, I could
help a lot of people.”

N: I see.

S : And they said, um...“We’ll give you your own apartment

out there. We'll give you a vehicle with all the gas.

We'll give you a nisei interpreter.” Every time I said,

“No,” “No,” “No,” “No.” So they’re the ones, I didn’t

want it, but after, it was the most wonderful thing

in my life because I was right near Foujita. I didn’t

know Foujita was there. And one day I was talking

and this little man at Toppan said, “Oh Foujita? He

just lives 20 minutes away from here.” And so, oh, I

said, “This is all a story.” Just like you put me here

looking over Shinjuku. And my life goes into a story.

S : After it was good because I could get Foujita a visa.
S : Yeah.
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: So otherwise, Mr. Sherman, people knew that you were

well versed about Japanese anything and you’re very
knowledgeable about Japanese culture? People in that

circle knew about you and your knowledge?

: Yeah, I was surprised because...

: Maybe you’ve expressed in some--*
: Oh, talking all the time.

: Did you write article?

: My first...my first week in Kuya®. I got on the train and

went to Ito. I don’t know any Americans thought of
that idea. Atami and Ito and Hakone, every weekend,
and driving Tokaido road to Kyoto:--uh...every chance
I got--+so. I come back telling stories. “How do you

understand Japan?”

D ZAUTE D oExcuse me, I have to clarify. Z #iZ

FDHDOZEFBOTVE S L2 ATTLRY?
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T AV IDF?
: Yeah. He’s talking about the people in the US. They...

they were aware:--

: Oh yeah. They have records. Yeah.
DR L Do T2 Z D TT,
: So maybe you wrote articles or a book on Japan?

: Yeah--*No. I hadn’t wrote anything. But---cause...I

had---right after college, I had to come over:--and
then being an artist and making friends with it and

always talking good about Japan.
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: Because---yeah. Almost all the Americans want to

go back to the States. And...I thought I did too, but I
was talking, and then the impression got out. I didn’t

know myself that I loved Japan so much.

VPR VISADHEKITERLHD Z L BV,

: Well this...your answer could be either, you know,

very specific, concrete, or abstract, but what was
your understanding of Japan at the time you read
Lafcadio Hearn’s book? And what was...what was

Japan to you? What was the image of Japan?

S : Oh, gorgeous!

S : Yeah. Rich, imperial style and...everybody had a good

family loyalty. Very honest. And...it just looked like

the world was all correct.

S : For an artist, it was a perfect world.
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N: So you know, uh, we realize that the good things we

are losing from, you know, day (BUF.BEECRHE)

S : Oh yeah. Yeah!

N: And um, well, you know, we were born after the
World War II ended, so we really don’t know the
good old days of Japan. And in a way, he said, he’s
very envious of you because you knew all these...

: Yes. I saw it all. Good!

: Yeah. Yeah.

: Well, you’ll have to tell us, then!

v Z n wn

: I tell you, I used to get so upset because people that
could help, didn’t. They did the wrong thing.

: Uh-huh.

: They...they build their own ego. So much of that.

: Like...like the Ishibashi-san®.

: Mr. Ishibashi. Ah! He was so...indifferent of everything.

»n v n Z

Just a...oh!
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S : He had many chances.

S: And when I was...he would say, “Oh, Sherman-san! I

want to show you my new Matisse.” And he would

go in...some other room in his apartment...

S: And he dragged it! He dragged the Matisse out!

S: Couldn’t lift it up. I still remember! Pulling it across

the floor.

S: Then I'd say, “Why does a man like him have that
Matisse! He’s going to lock it up...and this...the young
artists, not going to see it!”

: Are you talking about the Bridgestone?

: Bridgestone! Yeah. You know.

: You're talking Ishibashi Foundation.

: Oh, terrible!

Z w oz wn Z

: Yeah, that’s right. Today, we have a museum but I
guess in those days...

S : It was so cheap.

: Oh really?

S: Yeah. Mr. Inokuma has sold him a Foujita. Beautiful

Foujita. (Z @, JEEA88) Foujita...shouldn’t have

sold it, but...he said he gave him almost nothing!

Z

Many enemies.
S : This small from an early period, but it was good.

S: Yeah. So I made a show...I said, Inokuma-san said,

“Why don’t you make a show there, Frank? They

have a new museum.” So I said, “Well, I'd like to

show American print artists.” Well...so we could have

a good exchange. The young artists need this...make

some money on it. And so I wrote to Philadelphia

Print Club, and they sent me a collection of American

print artists’ show...
N: Uh-huh.

S: And I framed them, I hung them...on my own, and

after the show was over...no publicity, very bad

publicity, they didn’t put anything out.
N: I see...
S: And...
(10813 & 4m)™
: Oh really?

: Three rubber pillows!

: Um...square one like this?

: Yeah, it was a new product they had, so...

: I see. From Bridgestone!

: From the showroom, they sent them over to me.

: And he was my friend...

»n v »nzZwn 'z wn zZ

: I'll never forget that.

S: But I kept going. I understood.
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S: TIME.
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S : And News---New York---Sunday Edition for overseas.
New York Times.

N: So well, that the Toppan, you know, job you were
engaged in at that time---and there was this big
Toppan plant or factory you call---?

S: Yeah.

Z

: --which was not the target or, which luckily didn’t
get any bombardment or:--

: No.

: So it was there, survived the war, so to speak-+-

: But they lost Manchuria.

: What?

: Big plants in Manchuria.

: And then---

: And so... then the American Army asked me, “Did...

wn Z wn zZ n 'z wn

did Toppan take back those printing plants from
Manchuria?” Because they were supposed to give
them to Russia. Yeah, Russia took them all!

S: Then I said:-- they said, “Did they have those
printing plants at Itabashi?”

S: I said, “They do not. They have new German printing
machines.” Toppan was much bigger than the
American Army plot!

S : Yeah. They didn’t want Toppan...The Russian took junk!

: ZORMEEINTWTZOTT D ?

N: And then he asked, you know, whether you were an
editor of YANK or News Weekly® or TIME or...?

<

S: Oh, production. The negatives came on airplane. And

then we go down---

N:7u&X7vaveoTwizoTwWnETIns (D
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S : Yeah. Chief. Toppan production. Young man---

N: #fFoTVWIATL IR ZEIVID, T 4 X —
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S: I was the Chief and the President would do what I

tell him to do. Couldn’t believe it!

S : But that was only for American...American involvement

---magazines or newspapers or whatever. I watched

the production for that.
N: #lfE2fi2 R o TV %95 TY,
S: And I had to work:--watch right through. Pick up

sometimes:--pick up a copy. We had some writers

sometimes---at Marunouchi®. And they would be

drunk, and I have to get this magazine out at a

certain date. Then I'd go in the hotel room looking

for them, and they’d give me some copy. I have to

correct this, bring it back. The liner typer®™.

In the old days, liner typer, like this. Set it up, and
then please, please with the printer
---get and work on it, and we get it out. Ah!

: Who was drunk again?

: The American writers.

: Newspapermen.
: And drive to Itabashi in 30 minutes.

: From Marunouchi.

: Myself. Driving.
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S: But this, now President of Toppan, Suzuki-san, he

helped me so much. Lovely young boy®.

N: He was the interpreter?

2]

: Yeah. Now he’s the President!
M: 2 X% A NVF ?ENF F 057

S: Yeah.

S: So those days, I---he would take care for me---so I

could visit Foujita.
S: If T didn’t have that boy, I couldn’t have helped
S: Yeah.
N: So that the---somebody knew that you liked Foujita?
You knew about Foujita’s work (B4R, JEEUAREE)
S: Yeah.

z

: So, well, this guy lives 20 minutes away. And then that’s
the beginning of:--uh--+

: Yeah.

: ---getting close toward Foujita-san?

: Right. Yeah. Yeah.

: Funado---
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: Mukai. Mukai Junichiro®. So I being a Boston gentleman,

I don’t go to Foujita like that. No good. So I went to

Mr. Mukai. They said that he’s a friend. “Please give

me introduction.” So Foujita loved that style.

N: How did you meet Mr. Mukai?

S : Well, um---this friend at Toppan, very knowledgeable

old gentleman®, he said---I asked him, “Who is

Foujita’s friend?” Well, he must have read that---

about Mukai, but Mukai wasn’t a special friend of

Foujita. He worked with him on the war pictures.

He was--*Mukai---I don’t know who was the chief

one, propaganda---Foujita or Mukai. I don’t know

which...all the same! So when I went to Mukai

house---here’s American...coming. He thought, sure

he’s going to---I'm going to take him for---to prison

with Tojo. I still remember, his wife looking out the
window. And they, long time, and they opened the
door. They’re so (Z O, BEECREE) Then I+

N: Scared?

S: I said, “I'm...artist and I love works of Mr. Foujita

and I understand you can introduce me.” So he’s so

happy that, uh...“Oh, yes! Here!”

S : Interesting story.
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M: Boston gentlemaniZ-2>W T,

N: Okay, would you describe Boston gentleman to us?

You know, including tangible, intangible aspects of...

S : Oh! Yeah. Very much like Japan. Um...

S: You don’t show...uh...you don’t exhibit...um...your
position. If you’re very...in...for instance, an
automobile. You're not afraid to drive an old
automobile. Um...you don’t wear diamond rings.
Um...you dress conservatively. And you keep your
children under control...and good education. But
um...it’s...they have...they’ve...wrote books about
this...the old Boston feeling. And you have...you’re
very particular about your English and...and your
speaking in conversation. And never to put another
person down. Always to give them...um...credit for.
And you can...you can...and...go around the word
and you don’t make any disturbances. You're very
conservative. So, um...when I came Japan, the
minute, Boston had a good name, so the minute I
said I was from Boston, they understood that, right
off in the old days. You'’re a person whose word is
going to be good. You're not looking for advantage
for yourself. You have security. You're honest. And
Foujita knew that, so.... Everybody surprised...that
Foujita (Z o [H. BEHUARBE) took to me. And...he was

down on the floor, showing me his pictures. And

Kimiyo’s looking...no, I don’t want to talk about
Kimiyo...but...

S : But Foujita’s showing me the pictures and I said, “Oh,

this is your technique!” And he, “You understand my

paintings!” Oh...it’s...just...was just perfect.
K?: Of course. I (Z O, FEHEUARHE) first time. You're the
best. Best!

: Yeah. Wonderful translation.
: Thank you very much!

: I'm going to be speaking good Japanese!
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: But that’s one thing Boston man doesn’t do. It doesn’t

pretend he’s somebody else. So that’s a secret. When

I come Japan, I didn’t become Japanese. And I didn’t

speak Japanese. And I didn’t play...uh...the flute or

write poetry, haiku...no! Then my friends would feel

very easy. And um...they would learn some English
from me, conversation...and they knew who I was.
So...

S : Yeah. Like you said. The humanity.

S : Most important.
N: So here is that the point that the...the pasts...you know,

life...you know, really hit...uh...Mr. Foujita’s feelings, I
suppose, because, you know...you...
: Yeah.
: You, right away, guessed what he was most desirous of.
: Yeah, I knew what he wanted.
: What he needed most.

: And protection. And protection.
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: We’re going to go some place, one day before,

studied. So nothing’s going to be a mistake.
S : Huh?
K?: It'a quite a lot story (ML, JEEUAREE)
S: Yeah. (Z O, JEEUREE)] enjoyed.

N: You must be exhausted though.

S : No, no, no, no, no! I was just thinking...I...I...I was so
happy to see other people meet Foujita and be happy
for it.

S : “Oh...Foujita-san.”
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: Anyway, this was that, Mr. Kawamura®®s great project.

: Oh...yeah.

: He’s the mastermind of this project and---

wn zZ n z

: He impressed me so much because-:-um...
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: I made an exhibition for this museum over there at---

K: Meguro? Meguro®?

: Yeah. And it was promised me that this museum was

going to keep my collection together. And they were
going to call it the Sherman Collection Room. And

they did nothing that they promised.

N: I see.

: And um...then I found out after there was sort of

a difficult budget or something. I don’t know, they
had their problems. So then, the only person who
was ser...interested in the picture S : Mr. Kawamura!

And I went with him, each picture, he wanted to

know. Even his English very bad, understands, but he

made himself understand each picture. What was the

back of it, who it was, when was it made---I was so

impressed with him. And he didn’t ---he even---when

we were driving taxi, and there was another show of

Foujita, one of the museums.

K : Teien-Bijutsukan’?

Sangubashi-zushi™
S: Yeah!
: Oh, that...I don’t want to see that period get lost.

n

N: Anyway, he said, you know, like...if...when we publish
a good book...

S: Yeah.

N: With this, all these*--um---um---good deeds,

S : Bring up that period.
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S: Yeah. And he wanted to stop to see that. But---and N: Right. And so, uh...Foujita left Japan very early right
I wanted, but everybody in the car just ignored it. after the World War I, and, of course, maneuvering
Only him. This...other show he wanted to go and I--- of Mrs. Foujita, maybe, I mean, not many people
I...what an impression it made on me because he was know about him or his works.
the only one! Really. I was invited to go there but I S : Yeah. So so.
didn’t...didn’t go because the rest didn’t want to go N: So, by publishing a book, uh...I think, so many thousands
---.and he was... of people...

S : Beautiful. S: Yeah.

N: Yy —=<vaviyaviv—»r%2L5LE o T\ EM N: Will be encountered with...

BB o1 EATOLTU o1z ANTET 12572, S: Yes!

N: Anyway--- N: You know, Foujita’s humanism.

S: One picture in the exhibition wasn’t mine. It was a S: Yeah. And he was---he was a 100 percent Japanese.
bad picture. There are all that stories about him being French---

S: And I didn’t say anything. I did nothing. N: Uh-huh.

N: So I guess, you know, we are here dealing with that S : Not true.
humanism, the issue of humanism™. S: Let me tell you. He told me. He told me. I know.

S: Yeah, sure. N: Okay.

N: You know, we’re not only talking about Foujita of N: So I guess, maybe we should call it a day?

Japan or Foujita of the world. S : Yeah.

S: Yes, thank you. M: BBHIEARD 7—,

N: You see...and... S: Yeah.

S: Oh, it was such a feeling! Kenmochi, the designer, N: Sunday is a holiday.
you know? Tange? Ishimoto, the camera---the S: So...yeah.
photographer? He came in, I kept him alive on Sushi. N: So um...
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: These are...Foujita’s pens”.

: Foujita’s pen!

: He didn’t use the brush so much.

: He used the pens.
: Drawing pen?

: Drawing pen?

: Yeah.

: So Mr. Sherman, can we meet you about 10 o’clock on

Monday again?

: Wonderful.

: Wonderful.

: Yes.

: I'll come with him, too.

: Oh thank you.

: I would like to...if you could find Wakita, some place.

: We're not friends, but just..I’'m interested...that...cause

I promised Foujita.

: Do you want to see him?

: Yeah. Because I promised Foujita to help him. And...

: Monday...
: Well, Mr. Kawamura knows Mr. Wakita very well.
: Yeah!

: He knows him quite well, so before you leave for

Seoul, maybe they can arrange a meeting...

: I don’t know. This...my best friend’s...Madam Inokuma.
: Uh-huh.
: When she died, I just lost interest for that group.

: I see.
: He...Wakita...I loved his wife...but that period is...he...
: So you rather not see him?

: Not especially...here. Because now he’s...live in Hawaii...

like a rich man style.

: He has a different life.

: He doesn’t need help!

: You know! You know!

: That’s right, that’s right. I see.

: Very rich. Very rich.

: Yeah. Yeah. Don’t...not my style.

: So he’s here in Japan, you know, to prepare the opening

of his own museum in Karuizawa. It will be opening

in June.

: Wakita?
: Wakita-san.
: Oh God!

: Ah! One more museum.

S : And Foujita...nobody even knows about it...

n

: I love Wakita. I'll always good memory for him. I

helped him at New York.

: I see.

: Well, you know, if he...

: Yeah.

: If you ever change your mind, he said, we can...
: I'd like to see his wife!

: If she’d invite me, I'll go over quick!
: I love her.

: Oh really.

So...

: Yeah. Oh.

So...

: Yeah. It was lovely meeting today.

ZUJZU:?:ZUJUJUJZ(AZZ

: Thank you very much.
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